Tissue response to overdenture therapy.
Patients who had received overdenture treatment provided with uniform standards were recalled and studied. Two examiners simultaneously and independently evaluated the tissue response using a variety of indices. Data comparisons were made between overlaid teeth and control teeth and between overlaid teeth as a function of time to assess any effects of the treatment. Patients who did not apply fluoride to retained tooth roots had a high incidence of caries. No other significant differences were noted between the health of overlaid teeth compared to control teeth. Patients demonstrated large variations in their ability to maintain low plaque levels and healthy tissues. Despite this, on a longitudinal basis over 2 years, patients were able to maintain plaque levels and gingival response at clinically acceptable standards.